SCIENCE, LIBERTY AND PEACE
The man who pays the piper always calls the tunef In
capitalist democracies the popular press supports its
advertisers by inculcating the benefits of centralized in-
dustry and finance, coupled with as much centralized
government as will enable these institutions to function
at a profit. In totalitarian states all newspapers preach
the virtues of governmental omnipotence, one-party
politics and state control of everything. In both cases
progressive technology has strengthened the hands of the
local bosses by providing them with the means of per-
suading the many that concentration of political and
economic power is for the general benefit.
What is true of the press is equally true of the radio.
Spoken words are more exciting than words printed on
wood pulp. In the past a great orator could reach, at the
most, only a few thousand listeners. Today, thanks to
applied science, a dictator with a gift of the gab is able to
pour his emotionally charged evangel into the ears of tens
*of millions. What Mark Antony could do to the mob
assembled round Caesar's corpse, his modern counterpart
can do to entire nations. Never have so many been so
much at the mercy of so few.
Undesirable propaganda will not cease until the persons
who pay for propaganda either change their minds, or
are replaced by other persons willing to pay for some-
thing else. Meanwhile there is no remedy for the evil
except personal self-denial. Reading riewspapers ami
listening to the radio are psychological addictions; and
psychological addictions, like the physiological addic-
tions to drugs, tobacco and alcohol, can only be put an
end to by a voluntary effort on the part of the addict. So
loiig as people yield to the craving to read about murders
and divorces and to look at the comic strips, or to listen
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